FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

held at Venice. It had been decided that service backing was to
be- given to enable a British team to enter under favourable
auspices. For this purpose a high-speed flight had been formed at
Felixstowe, and a team of three selected to compete.

My wife and I went out to see the race, and arrived in Venice
a day or two before it was due to take place. The result turned out
to be a triumph for British design. It took place on the 2 6th, and
we watched it, in company with Philip Sassoon, from the break-
water on which one of the turning-point pylons had been erected.
It was won by Webster in a Supermarine 8.5, Worsley being
second in a similar machine. Kinkead, in the Gloster, had to
retire, as his spinner came adrift.

It was a thrilling sight to see these small fast seaplanes round-
ing the pylon near which we stood. The British team did their
turn in a wide circle, keeping their speed, but the Italians cut it
much finer and did a tight turn from which they had to regain
their speed after straightening out.

On our way back from Venice we stayed at the Regina Palace
Hotel, Stresa, on Lake Maggiore, where we met my old Italian
friend, Baisini. There were various celebrities staying at this
delightful resort. I saw Bernard Shaw bathing in the lake, a'most
* impressive sight; it must have been very cold for him. King Feisal
and his entourage were staying in the same hotel, no doubt having,
a welcome change from the summer heat of Baghdad. I was
pleased to hear from him how well things were going in Iraq.

At the end of September (1928) I accompanied the Under-
secretary of State for Air, Sir Philip Sassoon, on an air tour of
inspection to the R.A.F. units in Egypt, Sudan, Transjordan, Iraq,
India and Malta, We left Plymouth on the sgth in an Iris flying-
boat, an all-metal aircraft built by Blackburn and powered by
three Rolls Royce Condor engines of 650 h.p. each. The total
all-up weight was about 30,000 pounds, and the cruising speed 80
knots. The crew consisted of Squad.-Leader Scott, a very expe-
rienced flying-boat pilot, a second pilot, two fitters, a wireless
operator and a rigger.

Compared with the speed of present-day air travel our time-
table must seem very leisurely. In all we covered just under
16,000 miles in seven weeks. At Naples we were entertained by
General Balbo and the Marquis de Pinedo, both famous figures in
Italian aviation. At Aboukir we changed into Fairey H!F
aCToplaaes which took us to Cairo, and thence to Khartoum and
back. To Baghdad we flew in, Wapitis, a
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